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§ 211.2 Definitions.
The following definitions apply here-

in—
(a) Communications common carrier or

carrier means any person gaged in com-
munications common carriage for hire,
in intrastate, interstate, or inter-
national telecommunications.

(b) Circuit means a carrier’s specific
designation of the overall facilities
provided between, and including, ter-
minals for furnishing service. When
service involves network switching, cir-
cuit includes those circuits between
subscriber premises and switching cen-
ters (access lines) and those between
switching centers (trunks).

(c) Station means transmitting or re-
ceiving equipment or combination
transmitting and receiving equipment,
at any location, or any premise, con-
nected for private line service.

(d) Private line service means leased
intercity private line service provided
by carriers for intercity domestic and
international communications over in-
tegrated communications pathways,
and includes interchange facilities,
local channels, and station equipment
which may be integral components of
such communications service.

(e) Restoration means the re-
commencement of service by patching,
rerouting, substitution of component
parts, and other means, as determined
necessary by a carrier.

(f) Government means Federal, for-
eign, State, county, municipal, and
other local government agencies. Spe-
cific qualifications will be supplied
whenever reference to a particular
level of government is intended, e.g.,
Federal Government, State government.
Foreign Government includes coalitions
of governments secured by treaty, in-
cluding NATO, SEATO, OAS, UN, and
associations of governments or govern-
ment agencies, including the Pan
American Union, International Postal
Union, and International Monetary
Fund. Quasi-government includes elee-
mosynary relief organizations, such as
the Red Cross organizations.

(g) National Communications System
(NCS) means that system established
by the President’s Memorandum of Au-
gust 21, 1963, ‘‘Establishment of a Na-
tional Communications System’’ (28
FR 9413, 3 CFR, 1959-1963 Comp., p. 858).

(h) Executive Agent means the Execu-
tive Agent of the National Communica-
tions System.

(i) Commission means the Federal
Communications Commission.

§ 211.3 Scope and coverage.
(a) The priority system and proce-

dures established by this part are ap-
plicable to:

(1) U.S. domestic leased intercity pri-
vate line services, including private
line switched network services;

(2) U.S. international leased private
line services to the point of foreign
entry;

(3) Foreign extensions of U.S. inter-
national leased private line services to
the extent possible through agreement
between U.S. carriers and foreign cor-
respondents;

(4) International leased private line
services terminating in or transiting
the United States;

(5) Federal Government-owned and
leased circuits.

(b) The priority system and proce-
dures established by this part are not
applicable to operational circuits or
order wires of the carriers needed for
circuit reactivation and maintenance
purposes, which shall have priority of
restoration over all other circuits and
shall be exempt from interruption for
the purpose of restoring priority serv-
ices.

§ 211.4 Policy.
During the continuance of a war in

which the United States is engaged and
when the provisions of this part are in-
voked, all communications common
carriers shall comply with the follow-
ing principles insofar as possible:

(a) Whenever necessary to maintain
or restore a service having a designated
priority, services having lower prior-
ity, lower subpriority, or no priority,
will be interrupted in the reverse order
of priority starting with nonpriority
services.

(b) When services are interrupted to
restore priority services, carriers will
endeavor if feasible to notify users of
the reason for the preemption.

(c) When public correspondence cir-
cuits are needed to satisfy require-
ments for priority services, idle cir-
cuits will be selected first. A minimum
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